
MINUTES

CITY OF SUWANEE, GA

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING

February 18, 2010
Attending
DDA members: James Davenport, Kevin O’Brien, Julie Perdue, Beth Hilscher,
Jimmy Burnette, Dax Flinn, Rob Rohloff
City Council Member:  Kevin McOmber

Staff: Catherine Dixon, Denise Brinson
Call to Order

Kevin O’Brien called the meeting to order at 7:40 a.m.

Agenda

Jimmy Burnette moved to adopt the agenda as presented (Rob Rohloff – 2nd).  Motion approved 7-0.

Approval of Minutes 

James Davenport moved to approve the December 17, 2009 meeting minutes (Dax Flinn – 2nd).  Motion approved 7-0.
Julie Perdue moved to approve the January 29, 2010 planning retreat minutes (Rob Rohloff – 2nd).  Motion approved 7-0.

DDA Summit
Invitation – Catherine Dixon presented a draft of the invitation for the DDA Summit to be held in council chambers on March 15, 2010.  The board approved the draft.  Catherine will email the invitation to DDA businesses before the end of the week.
Agenda – The board agreed that the agenda would include an introduction of the board and the mission of the DDA, Suwanee video, 2010 event calendar, a website tutorial, and input from businesses.
Project Updates

Pierce’s Corner – Catherine Dixon will work on a revised scope of work document for the renovation of the building.
Buford Highway Study – Catherine Dixon updated the group on the study.  A community meeting will be held February 25th at 6:30 pm at Crossroads Center.  An open house will be held March 18th at City Hall.
Façade Grant Program
Guidelines – The board discussed and agreed to reinstitute the program as it is written and will commit $7000 of the budget to the program. 
Application Dates – The board decided to change the application deadlines to April 30th and October 29th of 2010.

Officer Elections 
Jimmy Burnette nominated Kevin O’Brien for chairman, Beth Hilscher for vice-chairman, Rob Rohloff for Treasurer, and Julie Purdue for secretary (James Davenport 2nd).  Motion approved 7-0.
Other Business

Denise Brinson reported that the unveiling of the city hall artwork will be March 25th.  She also reported that the Suwanee Arts Partnership is working on a project with Madison Retail to display art in the empty store fronts.  She gave an update on the SculpTour program.
James Davenport reported that at the last North Gwinnett Parent Council meeting they discussed the possibility of the city annexing the high school.
Catherine Dixon reported that she will be scheduling a Suwanee Crossroads Inc. meeting that will likely coincide with the next DDA meeting.  The board of directors will need to meet as we will be receiving funds for the community garden and the public art initiative to the 501(c)3 account.

Adjournment 

Julie Perdue moved to adjourn the meeting (Jimmy Burnette – 2nd).  Motion approved 7-0.  Meeting adjourned at 8:28 a.m.

Meeting minutes submitted by Catherine Dixon
