
MINUTES

CITY OF SUWANEE, GA

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING

September 21, 2010

Attending

DDA members: Kevin O’Brien, Rob Rohloff, Jimmy Burnette, Julie Perdue, Beth Hilscher, (absent: James Davenport, Dax Flinn)

Staff: Denise Brinson, Alison Starnes
Guests: Kevin McOmber, Linda Fleming
Call to Order

Kevin O’Brien called the meeting to order at 7:35 AM.
Agenda

Kevin O’Brien moved to adopt the agenda as presented (Jimmy Burnette – 2nd).  Motion approved 5-0.

Approval of Minutes 

Julie Perdue moved to approve the meeting minutes as presented (Beth Hilscher – 2nd).  Motion approved 5-0.
Staffing Update

Denise Brinson introduced Alison Starnes to the DDA.  Alison now serves as the new Downtown and Business Development Manager for the city of Suwanee, effective August 25, 2010.  
Pierce’s Corner Project Update

Alison Starnes reported that a tentative draft of the new RFP for Pierce’s Corner is ready for review by the DDA.  The document was passed out to all DDA members present, and Starnes mentioned that this RFP will state that the building could potentially be given to an interested party at no cost.  Denise Brinson also mentioned that there is a timeline that was drafted for this process.  The draft will be presented to council on October 14, and a marketing plan for distribution will be drafted, as well.  Responses to the newly drafted RFP will have a deadline of December 1.
Façade Grant Program

Alison Starnes reported that Creative Clayhouse has completed the work to their façade.  The letters of approval have gone out to the other two recipients of the façade grant, as well.
Toast @ Town Center

Denise Brinson reported that the fifth monthly event was held August 26, and included an “Art Walk” sponsored by the North Gwinnett Arts Association (NGAA).  The NGAA plans to continue this for the September and October “Toast” events.  Brinson encouraged the DDA to talk up Toast of Town Center, as well.  Participation hasn’t been very strong.
Retail Promotion/Merchants Association

Denise Brinson reported that the downtown gift certificate program has been launched and certificates are available on-line at www.downtownsuwanee.com.  The program has garnered interest, and Alison Starnes will begin to reach out to the school PTOs, churches, and other organizations in Suwanee and North Gwinnett.
Other Business

Julie Perdue updated the DDA on Suwanee Day and the trolleys that ran to the Old Town district during the festival.  She said that the trolley tours were well received, but encouraged more active participation next year to draw attention to the historical areas of interest in Suwanee.  
Alison Starnes mentioned that the Georgia Downtown Association conference will take place September 28-October 1, and encouraged interested DDA members to accompany her.  

Starnes also mentioned that tickets were on sale for Festa della Pasta, and encouraged members to assist with the promotion of this event.  The event will take place on Friday, October 15, at 6:30 PM, on Main Street.  

Adjournment 

Jimmy Burnette moved to adjourn the meeting (Julie Perdue – 2nd).  Motion approved 5-0.  Meeting adjourned at 8:37 AM.
Meeting minutes were respectfully submitted by Alison Starnes.
