
MINUTES

CITY OF SUWANEE, GA

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING

October 19, 2010

Attending

DDA members: Kevin O’Brien, Dax Flinn, Jimmy Burnette, Beth Hilscher, (absent: James Davenport, Rob Rohloff, and Julie Perdue)
Staff: Alison Starnes
Guests: Linda Fleming & Jimmy Spiro
Call to Order

Kevin O’Brien called the meeting to order at 7:48 AM.
Agenda

Kevin O’Brien moved to adopt the agenda as presented (Dax – 2nd).  Motion approved 5-0.

Approval of Minutes 

Beth Hilscher moved to approve the meeting minutes as presented (Jimmy – 2nd).  Motion approved 5-0.
Pierce’s Corner Project Update

Alison Starnes reported that a tentative draft of the new RFP for Pierce’s Corner is being reviewed.  The document was passed out to all DDA members present at the last meeting, and a marketing plan is now being drafted for the promotion of the RFP.  Responses to the newly drafted RFP will have a new deadline of January 31, 2011.  As soon as the RFP has been approved, staff will move forward with marketing Pierce’s Corner to the nonprofit, development, and creative community.
Façade Grant Program

Starnes reported that Creative Clayhouse has completed the work to their façade, and has turned in receipts for the exteriors improvements.  Starnes also reported that the city had been approached about other possible facade grant candidates.  More information will be provided after an initial meeting with the said parties.
Retail Promotion/Merchants Association

Starnes reported that the downtown gift certificates are still available on-line at www.downtownsuwanee.com.  Efforts are on-going to market these, and Starnes encouraged members to continue to tell friends and contacts about the gift certificates.

Toast @ Town Center

Starnes reported that the seventh monthly event will be held Thursday, October 28, and will again include an “Art Walk” sponsored by the North Gwinnett Arts Association (NGAA).  Starnes said that attendance was a little weak at September’s event, and encouraged the DDA to assist with spreading the word.  Emails will be out to the HOAs in and around Suwanee, including Shadowbrook.  A meeting will be scheduled with Town Center merchants to discuss next year’s Toast of Town Center events, as well.  Starnes encouraged the DDA to give staff ideas about making the event bigger and better in the future.
Festa Della Pasta Recap

Starnes reported that Festa Della Pasta brought in great attendance.  Approximately 180 people came to the event.  Members confirmed that there were quite a few “new” faces in the crowd.  The event annually takes place in mid-October.
Other Business

Starnes encouraged members to join her for Toast of Town Center.  There was no other business to address.
Adjournment 

Beth Hilscher moved to adjourn the meeting (Dax – 2nd).  Motion approved 5-0.  Meeting adjourned at 8:27 AM.
Meeting minutes were respectfully submitted by Alison Starnes.
