
MINUTES

CITY OF SUWANEE, GA

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING

August 17, 2010

Attending

DDA members: Jimmy Burnette, James Davenport, Dax Flinn, Julie Perdue, Beth Hilscher, (absent: Kevin O’Brien, Rob Rohloff)

Staff: Denise Brinson

Guest: Linda Fleming

Call to Order

Beth Hilscher called the meeting to order at 7:38 a.m.

Agenda

Julie Perdue moved to adopt the agenda as presented (Jimmy Burnette – 2nd).  Motion approved 5-0.

Approval of Minutes 

Dax Flinn moved to approve the June 17, 2010 and July 13, 2010 meeting minutes as presented (Julie Perdue – 2nd).  Motion approved 5-0.
Staffing Update

Denise Brinson reported that the position has been filled.  Alison Starnes is expected to begin Wednesday, August 25, 2010.  The City Council will consider making the position full-time at the August 24, 2010 regular City Council meeting.  The job title will change to “Downtown and Business Development Manager” and will have expanded economic development duties city-wide.

Pierce’s Corner Project Update

Denise Brinson reported that Epstein and Associates have completed the cost estimates and continue to prepare the bridging documents.  She anticipates having the final document by the end of August.
Additionally, the City Council discussed the Pierce’s Corner project at the last Council workshop and asked staff to consider creating and distributing/marketing an RFP (Request for Proposal) for businesses/organizations/individuals interested in renovating the building.  

Façade Grant Program

Denise Brinson reported that the recipients of the grant have been notified.  The recipients will be reimbursed after the work has been inspected and completed.

Toast @ Town Center

Denise Brinson reported that the fourth monthly event was held July 29th and included an “Art Walk” sponsored by the North Gwinnett Arts Association (NGAA).  This added a great deal of interest to the event as about 20+ artists participated by displaying and, in some cases, performing their work along the sidewalk areas.  The NGAA plans to continue this for the August, September, and October “Toast” events.

Retail Promotion/Merchants Association

Denise Brinson reported that the downtown gift certificate program has been launched and certificates are available on-line at www.downtownsuwanee.com and at City Hall (available at the finance window during regular business hours).  

Other Business

Julie Perdue announced that the businesses in the Old Town area are sponsoring the “historic trolley tours” again this year during the Suwanee Day Festival, September 18th. 

Jimmy Burnette announced that Suwanee First United Methodist Church will be hosting a 100th anniversary celebration on October 16th.  

Adjournment 

Julie Perdue moved to adjourn the meeting (Dax Flinn – 2nd).  Motion approved 5-0.  Meeting adjourned at 8:20 a.m.

Meeting minutes submitted by Denise Brinson

