
MINUTES

CITY OF SUWANEE, GA

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING

June 21, 2011
Attending

DDA members: Jimmy Burnette, Julie Perdue, James Davenport, Beth Hilscher, Rob Rohloff 
Absent:  Kevin O’Brien, Dax Flinn

Staff:  Alison Starnes
Guest:  Linda Fleming 
Call to Order

Beth Hilscher called the meeting to order at 7:39 AM.
Agenda

Jimmy Brunette moved to adopt the agenda.  (James Davenport- 2nd).  Motion approved 7-0.

Approval of Minutes 

Julie Perdue moved to approve amended minutes. (Rob Rohloff – 2nd )  Motion approved 7-0.
Pierce’s Corner update
Alison Starnes reported that proposals are still being reviewed for the Pierce’s Corner.  The shortlisted proposals are still being considered, at present.  
Retail Promotion/Merchants Association
Starnes said that the next Toast @ Town Center event will take place on June 23, from 6-10 PM.  Unfortunately, the last Toast event was rained out, and the A-Town A-List band will most likely be rescheduled.  The city is planning to host an Open House for the new 20/20 Vision plan, and the Open House will be unveiled at the Toast event, according to Starnes.  Starnes encouraged board members to come by and check out the Open House.  The Open House will be an opportunity to citizens and those living around Suwanee to give input on what direction they’d like to see the community move toward.  

There will also be a band, according to Starnes, called ‘The Upside’ playing in front of Hairllucinations the evening of Toast @ Town Center.  Ford Focus will also be bringing several 2012 Ford Focuses for people to test drive during the event.  Starnes said that the North Gwinnett Arts Association will also be hosting an art walk during the Toast event.
Starnes mentioned that the gift certificate sales are at an all-time high, and that approximately $1200 worth of Downtown Suwanee certificates were sold in the month of May.

Starnes also mentioned that there will be a Town Center Merchants meeting on Wednesday, July 13, at 8:30 AM, at Brown Bag Deli in Town Center.  The meetings are, according to Starnes, the second Wednesday of every month.
Other Business

Starnes mentioned that there are still discussions with the Visual Merchandising expert, Susan Shaddox, about a future workshop.  More information will be forthcoming.

Adjournment 

Jimmy moved to adjourn the meeting (James – 2nd).  Motion approved 5-0.  Meeting adjourned at 8:43 AM.
Meeting minutes were respectfully submitted by Alison Starnes.
